WORDLIT - MIDTERM 
1.POETRY 


Introduction to Poetry (concepts, figures of speech) 


Poetry is i 
Same. Poems can be structured, with rhyming lines and meter, the sam and emphasis of a 


line based on syllabic beats. Poems can also be freeform, which follows no formal structure. 


Types of Poetic Forms 


e Blank verse. Blank verse is poetry written with a precise meter—almost always iambic pentameter— 


that does not rhyme. 
e Rhymed poetry. In contrast to blank verse, rhymed poems rhyme by | 
-© varies. Learn more about rhymed poetry here. 
e Free verse. Free verse poetry is poetry that lacks a consistent rhyme scheme, metrical pattern, or musical 


form. Learn more about free verse here. 


e Narrative poetry. Similar to an epic, STE esea Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s “The 
Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” and Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 


exemplify this form. Learn more about narrative poetry here. 


e Haiku. A haiku is a Pern errr ee cia meee The first line has five syllables, the second 
line has seven syllables, and the third line again has five syllables. Learn more about haikus here. 


e Sonnet. A sonnet is a 14 line poem, typically (but not exclusively) concerning the topic of love. Sonnets 
contain internal rhymes within their 14 lines; the exact rhyme scheme depends on the style of a sonnet. 
Learn about Petrarchan sonnets here. Learn about Shakespearean sonnets here. 

e Ode. Much , an ode isa Ithough the subject need not be dead —or 
even sentient, as in John Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn”. Learn more about odes here. 

e Lyric poetry. Lyric poetry refers to the broad category of poetry that concerns feelings and emotion. This 
distinguishes it from two other poetic categories: epic and dramatic. Learn more about lyric poetry here. 


Types of Rhymes 
1.Perfect Rhyme 


When most people think of rhymes, they imagine perfect rhymes (also known as true, exact, or full rhymes). 


2.End Rhyme 


End rhymes emerge when the eee of a verse, lyric, or line. They can 
incorporate eye, slant, perfect rhymes, and many others. Put simply, end rhymes refer to the positioning of 
rhyming words. 


3.Internal Rhyme 


Internal rhymes are al i hey can occur within a single line of poetry, or 
ithi inni me line. 


Africa by David Diop 


Africa my Africa 

Africa of proud warriors in ancestral Savannahs 
Africa of whom my grandmother sings 

On the banks of the distant river 

| have never known you 

But your blood flows in my veins 

Your beautiful black blood that irrigates the fields 
The blood of your sweat 

The sweat of your work 

The work of your slavery 

Africa, tell me Africa 

Is this your back that is bent 

This back that breaks under the weight of humiliation 
This back trembling with red scars 

And saying yes to the whip under the midday sun? 
But a grave voice answers me 

Impetuous child that tree, young and strong 

That tree over there 

Splendidly alone amidst white and faded flowers 
That is your Africa springing up anew 

springing up patiently, obstinately 

Whose fruit bit by bit acquires 

The bitter taste of liberty. 


COLONIAL TORTURE AND EXPLOITATION 


There are evidences of torture and exploitation in the poem due to the fact that the poet expresses 
how the sweat of Africans was lost in vain. 


The blood of your sweat 
He sweat of your work 


All this was done at a time when Africans were turned into slaves and worked for their masters without 
any benefit. 


The work of your slavery 
The slavery of your children 
OPPRESSION AND HUMILIATION 


Oppression and humiliation were common practices in colonial time. They were used to force Africans 
work for colonisers without objection. This has left scars to Africa that we still depend on them even 
when they seem to mistreat us. 


This back that breaks under the weight of humiliation 


This back trembling with red scars 
And saying yes to the whip under the midday sun 


IDENTITY AND AWARENESS 


The poet however seems to be aware of his identity as black African. Although he grew up in France he 
shows that black blood flows in his veins, which is to say he is still an African regardless of where he 
grew up. 


| have never known you 
But your blood flows in my veins 
The voice that answers Diop sums up his African identity. 
Impetuous son that tree young and strong 
That tree there 
In splendid loneliness amidst white and faded flowers 
That is Africa your Africa. 
IDENTITY AND AWARENESS 


The poet concludes his poem by showing the effects that colonialism had on African continent. 
Nevertheless, he seems to be optimistic that at least Africa is growing up again just like a young tree. 


That is Africa your Africa 


That grows again patiently obstinately 


Prayer of the Hungry - W. Rendra 


HUNGER is a smooth black 
crow. 

Millions of crows 

like a black cloud. 

O God! 

How terrifying crows are. 
And hunger is a black crow. 
Continually terrifying. 

Hunger is rebellion. 

Is the mysterious force 
moving the murderer’s knife 
in the hand of the poor. 
Hunger is coral rocks 
beneath the sleeping face of the sea. 
Is tears of deceit. 

Is the betrayal of honour. 

a strong young man crying 
To see his own hands 

lay honour down 

because of hunger. 

Hunger is a devil 

Hunger is a devil offering dictatorship. 
O God! 

Hunger is black hands 
putting handfuls of alum 

into the stomach of the poor. 
O God! 

We kneel. 

Our eyes are Your eyes. 

This is Your mouth. 

This is Your heart. 

And this is Your stomach. 
Your stomach hungers, O God. 
Your stomach hews alum 

and broken glass. 

O God! 

How nice a plate of rice, 

a bowl of soup and a cup of coffee would be. 
O God! 

Hunger is a crow. 

millions of black crows 

like a black cloud 

blotting out my view 

of Your heaven. 


Main Message: The poem explains that a great number of people out there are starving and lack of hope. 
Their situation is just being ignored and romanticized by some privileged people. The main message of the 
poem is to show to the reader that there are unfortunate people out there who needs our attention and help. 


Metaphors in Poem 


e Hunger is a smooth black crow. - crow in this line is more likely describe the hunger feeling itself. 

e Millions of crows like a black cloud. - crow in this line refer to people who are suffering of hunger or 
people who don't have enough money to eat. 

e Hunger is rebellion. - crime is done on behalf of hunger. 

e Hunger is coral rocks, beneath the sleeping face of the sea. - the coral rock is usually sharp and hard 
even fisherman's ship would scatter in pieces if it crushes coral rock 

e Hunger is a devil offering dictatorship. - people who have power can also be blinded by hunger 

e Hunger is black hands putting handfuls of alum into the stomach of the poor. - it means the people 
dare to fake foods. 


PROSE 


Introduction to Essay 
Essay 


e ESSAIS/ ESSAYS - French word which means “to attempt” 
e Prose 
e Non-fiction 


e Vehicle to express the writers’ ideas, opinions, experiences, views, and even feelings and emotions 


MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE - first to write the essay in his collection titled “Essais” 
CHARLES LAMB - considered the best writer of familiar essays in America 


FRANCIS BACON - the Father of English Essays 


CRITERIA OF AN EFFECTIVE ESSAY 

1. It should express a vital point. 

2. It should widen the reader’s intellectual range. 
3. It should reveal an interesting personality. 


4. It should be marked by a distinctive style and imagination. 


CLASSIFICATIONS OF ESSAYS 

1. Formal Essay 

è serious, impersonal, and informative 

e does not reveal the writer’s personality 

è uses formal and serious words 

è its purpose is informing rather than entertaining 

è presents topic by analyzing, explaining, defining, or proving 
2. Informal Essay 

e light, amusing, entertaining, and conversational 


è usually reveals the writer’s personality 


eits purpose is to entertain by writing about the writer’s experiences, emotions, and about life in general ina 


personal way 


KINDS OF ESSAYS 
voNarrative Essay 


A narrative essay is one which recounts factual events in life. Human interest stories found in magazines or 
newspapers are examples of this essay. 


vDescriptive Essay 


A descriptive essay pictures different things in nature, people, and places by the use of descriptive words. 
Columns and articles on arts and travels exemplify this type of essay. 


vPersuasive/Critical Essay 


A persuasive or critical essay aims to analyze, criticize, and evaluate in order to convince the readers of the 
writer’s point of view. Reviews of books, plays, and movies are examples of this kind of essay. The editorial 
essay likewise falls under this category. 


vExpository Essay 


An expository essay gives information as well as explains something. Articles about cooking, gardening, 
painting, and others are common examples of this kind of essay. 


uCharacter/Biographical Essay 


A character or biographical essay discusses about a person’s life as well as events and the surroundings 
affecting this person’s life. 


PARTS OF AN ESSAY 
1.Introduction 
@ introduces the topic 
e gives the reader an idea what to expect in the essay 
e arouses the interest in him to finish reading the entire essay 
some techniques for effective beginning: 
e Anecdote 
e Notable or Striking Statement 
è General Statement or Idea 
e Analogy or Comparison 
e Definition 
2.Body 
e consists of paragraphs which discuss or develop the topic introduced in the beginning 


è contains the supporting information to elaborate what is mentioned in the introduction 


some techniques used in developing the body of the essay: 

e Cause and Effect 

e Comparison and Contrast 

e Illustrations and Examples 

3.Conclusion 

eCompletes the essay 

@Gives a sense of satisfaction on the part of the reader 
common techniques to make an effective conclusion: 
e Summary 
e Suggestion 


e Forecast 


Of Studies by Francis Bacon 


Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability. Their chief use for delight is in privateness and 
retiring; for ornament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgment and disposition of business. For expert 
men can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one; but the general counsels, and the plots and 
marshalling of affairs, come best from those that are learned. To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use 
them too much for ornament, is affectation; to make judgment wholly by their rules, is the humor of a scholar. 
They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need 
pruning, by study; and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except they be bounded 
in by experience. Crafty men condemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach 
not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them, and above them, won by observation. Read not to 
contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to weigh and 
consider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that 
is, some books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, 
and with diligence and attention. Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others; 
but that would be only in the less important arguments, and the meaner sort of books, else distilled books are 
like common distilled waters, flashy things. Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an 
exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great memory; if he confer little, he had need 
have a present wit: and if he read little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not. 
Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtle; natural philosophy deep; moral grave; logic and 
rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt studia in mores [Studies pass into and influence manners]. Nay, there is no 
stond or impediment in the wit but may be wrought out by fit studies; like as diseases of the body may have 
appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walking 
for the stomach; riding for the head; and the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; 
for in demonstrations, if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to 
distinguish or find differences, let him study the Schoolmen; for they are cymini sectores [splitters of hairs]. If 
he be not apt to beat over matters, and to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the 
lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special receipt. 


e For Bacon, the study is always related to the application of knowledge in practical life. At the beginning 
of his essay, Bacon describes the three main purposes of study including studying for gaining delight, 
studies done for ornamenting one's life and studying in order to improve one's ability. 


Down with the Forest by Charles Kuralt 


Baltimore, Maryland. | was waiting for breakfast in a coffee shop the other morning and reading the paper. The 
paper had sixty-six pages. The waitress brought a paper place mat and a paper napkin and took my order, and | 
paged through the paper. 


The headline said, "House Panel Studies a Bill Allowing Clear-Cut- ting in U.S. Forests." 


| put the paper napkin in my lap, spread the paper out on the paper place mat, and read on: "The House 
Agriculture Committee," it said, "is looking over legislation that would once again open national forests to the 
clear-cutting of trees by private companies under government permits." 


The waitress brought the coffee. | opened a paper sugar envelope and tore open a little paper cup of cream and 
went on reading the paper: "The Senate voted without dissent yesterday to allow clear-cutting," the paper said. 
"Critics have said clear-cutting in the national forests can lead to erosion and destruction of wildlife habitats. 
Forest Service and industry spokesman said a flat ban on clear-cutting would bring paralysis to the 
lumber/industry." And to the paper industry, | thought. Clear-cutting a forest is one way to get a lot of paper, 
and we sure seem to need a lot of paper. 


The waitress brought the toast. | looked for the butter. It came on a little paper tray with a covering of paper. | 
opened a paper package of marmalade and read on: "Senator Jennings Randolph, Democrat of West Virginia, 
urged his colleagues to take a more restrictive view and permit clear-cutting only under specific guidelines for 
certain types of forest. But neither he nor anyone else voted against the bill, which was sent to the House ona 
90 to 0 vote." 


The eggs came, with little paper packages of salt and pepper. | finished breakfast, put the paper under my arm, 
and left the table with its used and useless paper napkin, paper place mat, paper salt and pepper packages, 
paper butter and marmalade wrappings, paper sugar envelope, and paper cream holder, and | walked out into 
the morning wondering how our national forests can ever survive our breakfasts. 


STYLE 
The essay is written in narrative form. It is example of persuasive/argumentative essay. 
MAIN IDEA 


The main idea of Charles Kuralt's essay "Down with the Forest" revolves around the critical importance of 
forests and the detrimental consequences of their destruction. Kuralt emphasizes the beauty, significance, and 
ecological value of forests while highlighting the widespread deforestation driven by human activities. He calls 
attention to the urgent need for conservation efforts to preserve these vital ecosystems and stresses the 
interconnectedness of all life forms on Earth. Ultimately, the essay serves as a plea for environmental 
stewardship and a reminder of the responsibility we hold in protecting and preserving our natural world for 
future generations. 


IMPORTANCE 


Environmental Awareness: Kuralt's essay raises awareness about the critical importance of forests in 
maintaining ecological balance, regulating climate, and providing habitats for diverse plant and animal species. 
It educates readers about the consequences of deforestation and the need for sustainable forest management 
practices. 


Advocacy for Conservation: By highlighting the destruction of forests caused by human activities such as 
logging and urbanization, Kuralt advocates for the conservation and protection of these vital ecosystems. His 
essay encourages readers to take action to preserve forests and their biodiversity. 


The passage conveys several messages to the reader: 


Environmental Concerns: The passage highlights the environmental impact of human activities, particularly 
the practice of clear-cutting in national forests. Through the portrayal of breakfast items packaged in paper 
and the subsequent reflection on the connection between paper consumption and forest destruction, the 
passage underscores the importance of considering the environmental consequences of everyday actions. 


Legislative and Political Dynamics: By detailing the legislative process surrounding the bill permitting clear- 
cutting, the passage sheds light on the political decisions that influence environmental policy. It suggests the 
complexities and compromises involved in policymaking, as well as the potential consequences of such 
decisions on natural resources and ecosystems. 


